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Dear Colleagues, 

It has been quite a challenging time due to the impact of COVID-19, and I hope you are doing 

well. I am Satoshi Murayama, the chair of the Asian Society for Environmental History Founding 

Committee. This committee has the following mission: to draw up a proposal on the future 

development of the Association for East Asian Environmental History (AEAEH) to be presented at 

the next General Meeting at EAEH 2021. As I mentioned at the last General Assembly, I believe 

there are two directions that AEAEH can take. 

The two major environmental history societies in the world are currently based in the United 

States and Europe, and the first option would be to establish an Asian Society for Environmental 

History as the Asian version of these two societies. The name of this committee suggests such a 

direction, but the simple abbreviation of this name would be the same as that of the American 

Society for Environmental History (ASEH) and will need to be reconsidered. We have yet to 

consider whether simply expanding the AEAEH so that a larger region is covered by a single 

society is the best option. 

The second possibility is to seek a pan-Asian version of a federation like the current ICEHO. 

There are many research groups, educational groups, and organizations in Asia that are actively 

involved in environmental issues, although they do not necessarily bear a name explicitly 

identifying them a Society for Environmental History. Considering the pluralistic nature of Asia, it 

may be more effective to institutionalize an organization that respects the past activities of such 

groups and loosely but intimately connects the activities that take place in their respective Living 

Spaces* than to expand the scope of the society by changing its name. 

My suggestion is to discuss which of the two above options we should pursue at a Roundtable 

that we have planned to be held at EAEH 2021. The committee currently comprises members that I 

have requested the service of. Since it is impossible to cover all regions of Asia, I have asked 

Donald Worster to represent the United States, Christof Mauch to represent Europe, Hou Shen to 

represent China, and Jenia Mukherjee to represent India; and I will represent Japan. 

Our invitation to present at the roundtable is open to all, and we hope to hear from as many 

people as possible from diverse origins and disciplines The role of this committee is to review the 

abstracts submitted to seek a geographical, topical and disciplinary balance among the 

presentations, request reports from non-representative fields and regions when it is deemed 

appropriate, mine the order of the presentations, and ensure the discussions are functional. We 

would like to hear the opinions of various people from the open call stage and try to make some 



 

 

kind of proposal at the end of the EAEH 2021 General Assembly. Please feel free to participate in 

the roundtable as a topic provider. 

The names and affiliations of the committee members:  

Dr. Shen Hou, Center for Ecological History, School of History, Renmin University of 
China, Beijing, China.  

Dr. Christof Mauch, Director, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, LMU 
Munich, Germany. 

Dr. Jenia Mukherjee, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of 
Technology Kharagpur, India.  

Dr. Satoshi Murayama, Co-Convener, International Consortium for Earth and 
Development Sciences, Kagawa University / Professor Emeritus, Kagawa University, 
Japan. 

Dr. Donald Worster, Center for Ecological History, School of History, Renmin 
University of China, Beijing, China / Professor Emeritus, Kansas University, USA. 
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Table for Living Spaces 

1) Animals 
   i) aquatic animals 
   ii) wildlife 
   iii) domestication 
   iv) zoo and aquarium 
   v) species preservation & extinction 

2) Plants 
   i) greening 
   ii) forestry (afforestation, deforestation) 
   iii) wild plants (edible, medicinal, spiritual) 
   iv) crops (agroforestry, agriculture) 
   v) invasive species 
   vi) species preservation & extinction 

3) Microorganisms 
   i) biosphere/photosynthesis/energy 
   ii) atmosphere 
   iii) microbes 
   iv) infectious diseases & vectors 
   v) pandemic/endemic 
   vi) zoonosis 

4) Water 
   i) urban water 
   ii) lakes and river water 
   iii) ground water 
   iv) wetlands 
   v) seas and oceans 
   vi) irrigation 

5) Air 
   i) atmosphere 
   ii) clean air 
   iii) air/space pollution 
   iv) weather 
   v) climate change (anthropogenic and natural) 

6) Land 
   i) lithosphere/cryosphere 
   ii) soils/fertilizer 
   iii) earth movers 
   iv) cultural/ecological landscapes 
   v) continents and islands 



 

 

7) Disasters 
   i) natural events 
   ii) extreme weather events 
   iii) anthropogenic environmental disasters 
   iv) historical records 
   v) mitigation 
   vi) resilience and recovery 

8) Foods 
   i) food security 
   ii) food and technology 
   iii) animal husbandry/pastoralism 
   iv) land and sea nomadism 
   v) material circulation (land and sea links) 

9) Waste 
   i) biological waste 
   ii) chemical and hazardous wastes 
   iii) waste management 
   iv) material circulation 
   v) consumption behavior 
 

10) Humans 
   i) gender/sexuality/social capital 
   ii) population/family 
   iii) ethnicity 
   iv) nature views/religion/ethics 
   v) ecological footprint 
   vi) education 

 
*This table presents the elements of Living Spaces, which has been discussed and developed by the 
JSPS/MESS bilateral program on Subsistence, Sustenance, and Changing Living Spaces: Comparative 
Study of Agriculture in Japan and Slovenia during the Anthropocene (1800-present). A revision of the 
network keywords presented at EAEH 2015 for paper and session proposals, it promises to contribute to the 
formation of a new network of environmental history research in Asia and around the world, and ideas on 
further reconstruction are welcome. 

 


